BARBERTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Looking back at 2015, it’s fair to say that the
most crucial event of the year was the
community’s overwhelming approval of our
levy request. The levy was a renewal and
0.58-mil increase of the former 1.37-mil
operating levy. We are very thankful to our
community for this ongoing support, which will enable
residents to continue to have access to high-quality library
services in support of lifelong learning.
Our new website was launched in July. The new platform is a
responsive design, so it can be more easily used on cellphones
and other devices. Information is presented in a much more
user-friendly way and access to eBooks and other digital
material is streamlined.
Programs for people of all ages continued to be in great
demand. Summer Reading Club participation was at an all-time
high and one of the most well-attended adult programs was a
performance of the Akron Pops Orchestra. A regular book club
as well as computer classes were provided in cooperation with
the Active Adult Center and a new genealogy club was formed
late in the year. New outreach locations were added at both
Alexander Square and Heritage Place senior apartments.
Two new quiet study rooms were created in 2015 by
renovating and repurposing underutilized space above Teen

Central. The rooms are appropriate for small group study,
tutoring, or silent reading for those wishing to be away from
the hustle and bustle of the main reading room.
The final major project of the year was planning a renovation
which will encompass 1,973 square feet of existing space and
new construction of an additional 1,070 square feet. Architect
Matthew Ross designed the plan which will move the Local
History Room to the main floor, relocate the Customer
Services Department to the new construction, and allow for
additional community meeting space on the lower level. Public
notice seeking contractors to implement our expansion and
renovation project was placed twice. Unfortunately no
acceptable bids were received. The project will be re-bid in
March and we hope to break ground shortly thereafter. While
2015 was an exciting year of progress and change, we look
forward to even more progress in the coming year.
As always, it is a pleasure to serve the community of
Barberton, and it will be our honor to continue that service
through 2016. Please stop by or visit us at
barbertonlibrary.org.

Julianne Bedel, Director

General Information
Library Usage

Collection

341,289 Items Borrowed
194,116 Library Visits
34,580 Computer Sessions
33,800 Questions Answered
59,060 eMedia Circulation
20,465 Attendees at Library Programs
391 Library Programs Offered

579,970 eMedia Collection
215,490 eBooks
338,593 Downloadable Audio
25,887 Downloadable Videos
73,767 Books
12,690 DVDs, Blu-ray
5,594 Audio
167 Print Magazine Subscriptions
81 Databases

Borrowers

The Friends of the Library were selected as one of the
recipients for the Barberton Community Foundation’s
Game Changer Award in 2015. (L-R) Jim Stonkus,
Jennifer LaFleur, Carol Rafferty, and Diane Weaver

45,059 Registered Borrowers
39,568 Adults
5,491 Children

Financial Information
“Heroes We Know” was a 2015
Children’s Summer Reading Club
program. Kids were able to meet
local police and firemen, and
Officer Cheatham let kids sit in
the driver’s seat of the police car.

Expenditures: $1,426,076

Revenue: $1,404,193

Library Services
Public Services and Programs: $916,952
Collection Development: $164,859
Support Services
Facilities Operation and Maintenance: $103,779
Information Services: $88,529
Business Administration: $82,566
Capital Outlay: $69,391

Public Library Fund: $888,813
Local Levy: $392,447
Homestead: $64,899
Fines and Fees: $40,253
Miscellaneous: $6,337
Gifts and Donations: $8,075
Investment Earnings: $2,369
Grants: $1,000

The Barberton Public Library will promote independent
thought and community interaction by providing services and
resources necessary for individuals to pursue educational,
creative, personal, and professional interests.

Terri L. Masich, President
Caroline Brindo, Vice President
Leon T. Ricks, Secretary
Natalie Genet
Scot A. Stevenson
Patricia Warner
Christopher M. White

The Barberton Public Library is an independent library that proudly serves the city of Barberton and surrounding areas.
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